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In its First Meeting this Year: 

SCAD’s International Advisory Committee Reviews Preparations for IAOS 2016 

Statistics Centre - Abu Dhabi (SCAD) held this year’s first ordinary 
meeting of its International Advisory Committee (IAC) on February 24th-
25th, 2016. The meeting was chaired by SCAD’s Director General, HE 
Butti Ahmed Al Qubaisi. The committee membership is made up of 
renowned statistical experts from around the world, including HE Ms. 
Ola Awad, Chairwoman of the International Association for Official 
Statistics, Dr. Paul Cheung, Director of the Singapore Statistics, and 
former Director of the Statistics Division of the United Nations, Stephen 
Penneck,  former Director of UK statistics Authority (ONS), Peter 
Hackel,  Director of the Austrian Statistical bureau, and 
Ms. Heli Jeskanen-Sundström, Director General of Statistics Finland. 
 
The meeting discussed plans devised to develop the statistical system of 
the Emirate of Abu Dhabi into a world-class system as a key objective 
of SCAD’s Strategic Plan 2016-2020. Day one agenda dealt with 
developments in regard to the field surveys carried out by the Centre, in 
also discussed the need to adapt the current business model to suit 
SCAD’s growing use of administrative, trade in services, the possibility 
of reliance on estimates in the compilation of national accounts with 
reduced implementation of Economic Surveys. The Advisory Committee 
emphasized the crucial importance of accurate statistical data for 



 

sustaining the rapid development Abu Dhabi is currently experiencing in 
all aspects. 
 
On the second day, SCAD’s International Advisory Committee discussed 
with the Centre’s senior management the conclusions reached through 
the workshops that brought together the IAC member and the sectors of 
SCAD. The Committee also presented its recommendations on ways to 
resolve data quality issues, the best course of action for implementing 
the strategic plan of the centre, the development of statistical capacity 
and competencies in the Emirate of Abu Dhabi, with a view to 
enhancing SCAD’s contribution towards Abu Dhabi’s strategies and 
sustainable development plans. 
 
On the sidelines of the IAC meetings HE Butti Al Qubaisi reiterated the 
significance of cooperation with strategic and international partners, 
adding that the formation of the International Advisory Committee 
reflects SCAD’s desire to avail specialized international expertise in the 
development of statistical work. He observed that SCAD is unique 
among local statistical bureaus worldwide in having an international 
advisory committee, which has had a favourable impact on the centre’s 
work since its formation, the latest outcome of the committee’s efforts 
being the successful nomination of Abu Dhabi for hosting the next 
Conference of the International Association for Official Statistics (IAOS 
2016), the first event of its kind in the region. 

 

 



 

 

About Statistics Centre − Abu Dhabi (SCAD) 

Statistics Centre − Abu Dhabi (SCAD) was established in 2008 in accordance with 

Law No. (7), to develop and organize statistical work in the Emirate of Abu Dhabi in 

particular and the United Arab Emirates in general. SCAD’s purpose is to produce 

statistical information that is consistent with the Emirate’s orientation towards 

sustainable development and strategic plans under the supervision and with full 

support of the Executive Council of the Emirate of Abu Dhabi.  

Being the of the official statistical data collection agency in the Emirate of Abu Dhabi, 

the centre assumes the functions of preparing the statistical plans and programs that 

serve the emirate’s wider development programs, conducting statistical surveys 

across the emirate. SCAD is also responsible for the collection, classification, 

storage, analysis and dissemination of official statistics and the release of the results 

of social, demographic, economic, environmental and cultural surveys. 

The activities of the centre will encompass all areas relating to social conditions in 

accordance with relevant international standards and ethics, such as independence, 

professionalism, impartiality, objectivity, confidentiality, cost effectiveness and quality 

of statistics. 
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